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Field Crops Newsletter:
In General:
This year has been filled with surprises, some
good, and some not so good. When it comes down to the
facts; I believe we all have to admit that things could have
been much worse had the drought continued for a few more
days. I know crops were damaged; but from what I see
there will be a “decent” harvest in most cases. Some farms
will see both good and bad yields as the result of variable
drought, isolated rains, varietal differences, planting dates,
and other factors.
Corn:

Combines started rolling last week in a few places,
and I expect that by the time you read this a lot more will be
in fields, especially in the southern part of the area. I
haven’t heard any reports so far, so for now I will try to
assume that “no news is good news”. Yields may reflect
the drought, and I expect that some of the fields to be
harvested first may be some of the hardest hit.
This harvest will be a big challenge no matter how
it goes. There will likely be long lines at elevators, and
patience may be in short supply. Please don’t lose sight of
the fact that we need to be safe, as patient as possible, and
tolerant of others. The guy who passes you going 90 with a
load just so he can get ahead of you in line will get his just
reward without your assistance. Just let him go and pray
that he lives long enough to learn better.
I’m not going to attempt to go into all the details
about field loss, harvest moisture, field heat that should be
removed as quickly as possible, storage, and drying here.
It’s just too much to put into a letter. I will just say that I
am available to help with these questions if you need me. I
certainly don’t have all the answers; but I’ve had a lot of
“experience” through the years. Keep in mind that just
because you get corn harvested and into a bin, it is still
vulnerable to damage and loss if you don’t take care of a
few basic things. The main one is to get grain cooled down
as quickly as possible, particularly if the moisture is above
15. Run fans until the exhaust air is cool and sweet. There
are some quick ways to check grain that I can show you if
there are doubts.
Soybeans:
Many fields need rain again, especially the mid to
late Group 5’s. Group 4’s and early 5’s are mostly in good
shape. Like many of you, I have been amazed at how well
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beans tolerated the drought. I can’t think of any wellmanaged fields that were damaged the way I had feared.
Looks like we will fare well in most cases, but some fields
still have a lot of pod filling to do.
Disease pressure has been very mixed, with some
fields showing Cercospera and bacterial infections. One of
the bacterial infections is new to our area and as yet has not
been named. From what I’ve seen these problems have not
been severe in this area – yet. I hesitate to mention rust
because that situation could change quickly. For now at
least, rust seems to be sitting fairly still in the SW corner of
the state. Only in that portion of the state are fungicide
applications being recommended for treatment for that
specific disease. For now, the high temperatures we are
experiencing are keeping rust at bay. If weather cools and
we begin to get showers it could still move our way. Just
sit tight on the issue of rust for now.
Soybean insects have been relatively light, but
most fields have received an application of insecticide for
suppression of leaf beetles, three-cornered alfalfa hoppers,
stinkbugs, and other less-threatening pests. Worm pests
have been very light so far. Carefully scout soybeans that
are near maturing corn since stinkbugs may migrate quickly
to green soybeans. With time, you may also see worm
pests, especially corn earworm, showing up in later
maturing beans.
Quite a few early varieties are at the R7 stage now,
and leaves are beginning to turn a little as plants get ready
to dry down. Later varieties range in maturity from late
bloom (R1, R2) to R5 or R6. Some beans will certainly be
mature before the corn harvest is completed, and this
overlap may cause some problems for Group 4’s that have a
tendency to pop. If it comes to that, you may have to shift
to beans for a few days to avoid big losses from popping
out. Corn that is standing well can wait much better than
early beans.
Cotton:

I have shifted back to cotton lately, and have spent
a lot of time looking at fruit shed. As a result of the drought
and heavy rain periods, many fields experienced significant
fruit shed. A lot of fields are looking good from the
highway these days; but are 2 to 3 weeks late in their
progress toward the gin. A few varieties have tolerated the
problem reasonably well, and skip row fields have fared
better than solid planted fields. The shock of going from

drought and abundant sunlight to saturation and overcast
caused plants to abandon much of their fruit load and return
to vegetative growth.
I’ve had a lot of calls about concerns over
“yellow” cotton, but after checking some of these situations
I believe the trend is that many of the fields that appear to
have run out of N are the ones that retained the most fruit.
“Green” fields are usually the ones with the worst shed
problems; but there are exceptions to both scenarios. The
few tissue samples I have tested have indicated that N is
still in the “sufficient” range; however zinc was found
below the sufficient range. If you choose to make a foliar
application for whatever reason I suggest you consider a
shot of zinc to help keep leaves working well as bolls are
filled. For rates, refer to the label for the specific foliar
product you purchase.
Although in the Hills we have generally been
spared the worst plant bug problems that have been
common in the Delta, we do have scattered fields showing
above-threshold levels. Many of these are near maturing
corn and soybeans fields, but some have no plausible
explanation. Check closely, watch your fruit retention, and
spray as needed.
Stinkbugs are also beginning to move from corn
and soybeans into green cotton fields; so watch for this
problem to become more apparent in the next couple of
weeks. This insect can do a lot of damage to soft bolls in a
fairly short period of time. Cut bolls and look for
penetration through the carpel walls. Our Cotton Insect
Control Guide sets the threshold at 1 bug per 6 feet on a
drop cloth, which is one bug for two shakes. I believe the
drop cloth is the best way to objectively evaluate the
numbers. Young bolls should have no more than 15
percent with penetration into the interior of the boll. I don’t

know that I can wait for the 15 percent penetration level on
this pest; call if you need help evaluating this problem.
This may be our biggest insect challenge before maturity.
Since we appear to have a little later crop than
usual, I will wait to talk about defoliation until the next
letter. That will give me more time to put together some
suggestions for this year’s harvest prep applications. This
year promises to be difficult for defoliation since fields
have very mixed fruiting situations. For now, let’s
concentrate on protecting the crop we have.
Wheat:

Interest in wheat continues as a result of high
prices; but it’s difficult to make plans since prices for
competing crops are also high. As always, compromise is
the best answer. Plant some of your well-drained fields in
wheat, and leave the rest to other crops. With high wheat
prices, it makes sense to prepare the soil to produce at its
peak. We don’t normally pull soil samples this time of
year, but when it comes to cool season crops like wheat this
is a good time to evaluate pH and residual levels of
phosphorus, potassium, magnesium, sulfur, zinc, and other
nutrients. This way you will be ready to apply fertilizers
and liming materials if field conditions are favorable
following the harvest. It will also be a good time to apply
poultry litter if that option is available to you.
In Conclusion:
This has been a little shorter version than usual;
but I hope it offered some ideas that will help you with
harvesting and preparing for upcoming work. We are
within weeks of finishing this crop; but some of the hardest
tasks are left to be accomplished. Thanks for your time.

Sincerely,

Ernest H. Flint, Ph.D., CCA
Area Agent – Agronomic Crops
Upcoming Events:
This Thursday, August 9: Corn variety meeting at Caldwell Farm in Carroll County. Program starts at 11:00, with sponsored
lunch at noon. Farm near intersection of Hwy. 407 and the Vaiden/Kilmichael Rd. Look for Field Day signs.
Next Thursday, August 16: Corn variety meeting at Donald Farm in Attala County near Goodman. Program starts at 11:00, with
sponsored lunch. Meet at Donald’s Attala County headquarters approximately 2 miles north of Hwy 14 on “River Rd.” Look
for Field Day signs.

